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Short-Listed, the Rubery Book Award for Fiction (UK) 
 

Who can resist the dark, comical allure of 
Miss Atomic Bomb 1957 pictured on the 
back cover? Wendell Mayo’s stories perfectly 
capture America’s wacky mind of doom of 
the 1950s and 1960s and that legacy in our 
time.  

______________________________________ 
 

“Mayo’s storytelling voice–explosively imaginative, rich 
with dark laughter, addictively readable–speaks for our 
historical moment. Survival House overlays the Cold War 
with its resurgent threat today.”   
 
  -Sharona Muir, author of Invisible Beasts 
 
“The strange figure of Mr. Quart is a creepy and enigmatic 
presence, whose Survival House has been built from the 
plans of a nuclear test explosion site….In Mr. Quart it 
seems a victim of American history has returned to take 
his revenge on the American Dream. A great assortment." 
 
  -Judges, the 2018 Rubery Book Award 

Wendell Mayo is an award-

winning author of five story 

collections, including two set 

in former-Soviet Lithuania.  
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